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TOPICAL CONCORDANCE FOR MANAGING YOUR TIME, TALENTS, AND TREASURES
“Give according to your income, lest God make your income according to your giving.” - Unknown
· Topic titles are hyperlinked to the corresponding verses. Hold down the ctrl button and click on the title to go to the passages. Do the same on the IR to right of the passage headings to return to the Index.
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ACCOUNTABILITY IN STEWARDSHIP:
IR
1Cor 4:2 (NIV) 
Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

1Cor 4:2 (NLT)   Now, a person who is put in charge as a manager must be faithful. 

Hebrews 6:7-8     Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. [8] But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned. 

Mark 12:41-44    
 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. [42] But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. [43] Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. [44] They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything--all she had to live on." (Parallel account Lk 21:1-4)  Jesus is watching how we give and he knows our heart.  Those who give generously while trusting God for their needs will be recognized in heaven as the generous givers.

ATTITUDE: 
IR
2Chron 31:5 - 10
5 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 6 The men of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them in heaps. 7 They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the LORD and blessed his people Israel. 9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; 10 and Azariah the chief priest, from the family of Zadok, answered, "Since the people began to bring their contributions to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare, because the LORD has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over."    When the attitude/motive for giving is correct people give generously beyond expectations to the glory of God. 

Deut 8:13 – 18  and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.   Mankind has a tendency for pride (what an understatement).  We often forget that what we produce is a result of the gifts, talents, time, and resources which God has provided individually for each of us.  Without God we are nothing. 

Ecc 5:10  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 

Ex 35:20 - 21 and Ex 36:6 - :7 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' presence, 21 and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. Ex 36:6 - :7  6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to do

 all the work.

Haggai 1:7 – 11  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD. 9 You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands."    God did not bless the people and even thwarted them because they were more concerned about their own house before they were concerned about His house.

Isaiah 55:2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
Mi 6:8  He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.   This statement is in response to how one should seek approval from God after having sinned.  What it tells us is that God desires man to have a heart like his.

Prov 11:24 – 25  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.  

Prov 11:28  Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

Prov 14:31  He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 

Prov 28:22  A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him. 

Prov 28:27  He who gives to the poor will lack nothing,   but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses. 

Ps 50:9 – 10  I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, 10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.    God can get along without our tithes, he does not need what we give.  Rather, we tithe to honor God and to acknowledge that he is the most important thing in our lives.  In a sense we give for our own good;  that is to keep our priorities straight.   

ATTITUDE: cont'd 
IR
Psalm 62:10b  though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
Acts 5:3 – 4  Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."   Many important aspects of stewardship are revealed in this passage.  First and foremost that stewardship is a relationship between man/woman and God.  Secondly, that as a steward all of your resources are at your disposal.  Thirdly, God demands an honest accounting from his stewards.  

1 Cor. 7:31 those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 

2Cor 6:10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.   Having nothing, and yet possessing everything - sounds contradictory, but it is not.  In reality we have nothing because everything is God’s.  We are the managers of his resources.  In that role we can use everything for the benefit of His kingdom and our welfare.  In that sense we possess everything.  The key element here is that either your “things” own you or you own them.  If you have nothing it can not own you so you own it.  Once we realize that everything is God’s then we can hold it loosely so that anytime God wants it he can have it.  In that way we “have nothing, but possess everything”.

2Cor 8:5   And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.   If we do not first give our hearts over to the Lord then giving generously as God has given us salvation will be very difficult(see 2Cor 8:9). 

2Cor 9:6 – 8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is 

able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.    We are to give cheerfully and abundantly.  When we do God will provide our every NEED,  not want.

2Cor 9:12 – 15  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   The emphasis is on how those in Jerusalem will thank God for the gifts the Corinthians have given.  In this way those who gave and those who received would probably never meet and the receiver is forced to acknowledge God for meeting the need. This suggests that it is biblically sound to give secretly so that the receiver can only thank God asthe giver instead of the human giver.   Thus God receives his just praise as our ultimate provider.  An added benefit is that it prevents the giver from becoming puffed up with pride because of what they have given. 

Heb 13:5 – 6  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,  "Never will I leave you;   never will I forsake you." [a] 6 So we say with confidence,  "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.   What can man do to me?" [b]  

Lk 12:32  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Rom 11:16  If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.   The context of this is that Paul is discussing the relationship of salvation for Jew and Gentile.  The Jews are the root and the firstfruit dough, the Gentiles are the rest of the dough and the branches of the tree.  But this can be looked at in another way.  That is,  if the root or the firstfruit are good then the remainder of each are also good.  This is true of our motives in giving.  If our motive is good and acceptable then the gift is acceptable to God and the remainder which is ours to manage is also good. 

Rom 15:26 – 27  For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews' spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings.    Stewardship involves the whole family.  We work together to supply one another's needs.  This also indicates that stewardship is a response to the gift of salvation. 

1Tim 6:17  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

1Tim 6:9 – 10  People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.   Money is "A" root of evil, not "the" root of all evil.  This is more a warning that it is difficult to keep ones focus on God when money becomes more important in ones life.

BLESSING: 
IR
Deut 15:10  Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 

Joel 2:25  "I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten -- the great locust and the young locust,  the other locusts and the locust swarm-- my great army that I sent among you. 
Lev 19:23 – 25  When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. [b] For three years you are to consider it forbidden [c]; it must not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of 
praise to the LORD. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the LORD your God.    Stewardship is a form of faith.  If we carry out stewardship as God requires there is always an aspect of faith that God will provide because we have been obedient.  

Malachi 3:10 - 12
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 

Neh 9:37  Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress.    When we are disobedient God will remove our responsibilities for stewardship proportional to our disobedience. 

Prov 3:9 – 10  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.    Obedience or submission to God in tithing results in all of our NEEDS (not wants necessarily) being met beyond our comprehension.

Prov 11:24 – 25  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Prov 19:17  He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done. 

Prov 21:13  If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered. 

Prov 22:9  A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.

Prov 28:27  He who gives to the poor will lack nothing,   but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses.

Psalm 37:26 They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.                            Interesting promise of blessing being passed to the next generation based on the generosity of the present generation.

2Cor 9:6 – 8  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.   We are to give cheerfully and abundantly.  When we do God will provide our every NEED,  not want.

2Cor 9:10 – 11  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.   KEY ELEMENTS:  God provides both bread (today's food) and seed (tomorrow's food) to the sower (those who work in his kingdom) so 


that we may be rich in every way.  Then we can be generous and our generosity breeds thanksgiving which is to God the original giver-as it should be. 

Ephes. 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

Hebrews 6:10-12 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. [11] We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. [12] We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 
BLESSING: cont'd 
IR
Lk 6:38  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."   We can not out give God.  His gift in return for our giving will be more than the full measure which we give.  This is a faith challenge in our giving. 

Lk 14:13 – 14  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."   It is easy to give to someone who you know will return your gift or favor.  It is difficult to give to someone who you know is incapable of returning your gift or favor.  We are told to give to those who can not return the gift  and that God himself will return the gift to us when we get to heaven.  True giving is a faith stretcher and gives expecting nothing in return. 

Luke 16:8-9 (NIV)  "The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. [9] I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. NLT Luke 16:8-9  "The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that the citizens of this world are more shrewd than the godly are. [9] I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven. 
Luke 18:29-30     
"I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God [30] will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life." 
Mark 10:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel [30] will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
Mat 19:29  And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 

2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

Philip. 4:15-19 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; [16] for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. [17] Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. [18] I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. [19] And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

CONTENTMENT: 
IR
Proverbs 30:8-9 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. [9] Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?'    Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

Isaiah 55:2  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.

Philip. 4:11-13 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. [12] I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. [13] I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

1 Tim. 6:6-11 But godliness with contentment is great gain. [7] For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. [8] But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. [9] People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. [11] But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

Hebrews 13:5-6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." [6] So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"

CORPORATE TEACHING: 
IR
Mark 4:26-29 He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. [27] Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. [28] All by itself the soil produces grain--first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. [29] As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come." 

2Chron Chpts 29-31 See GENEROUS GIVING section.

CORPORATE WELL BEING: 
IR
 2Cor 8:13 – 15  Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15 as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  One of the reasons to give is to support the family as a whole when you have plenty and conversely that you may receive should you fall into need.  

Rom 15:26 – 27  For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews' spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings.    Stewardship involves the whole family.  We work together to supply one another's needs.  This also indicates that stewardship is a response to the gift of salvation. 

CURSE: 
IR
Haggai 1:1-11 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: [2] This is what the Lord Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the Lord's house to be built.' "     [3] Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: [4] "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" [5] Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. [6] You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." [7] This is what the Lord Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. [8] Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the Lord. [9] "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the Lord Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. [10] Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. [11] I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands."

Malachi 2:2 If you do not listen, and if you do not set your heart to honor my name," says the Lord Almighty, "I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honor me. 

Malachi 3:9 You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. 

Malachi 4:6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse." 

DEBT: 
IR
Proverbs 22:7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.
ENJOYING GOD’S BLESSINGS:
IR
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6 I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on men: [2] God gives a man wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable him to enjoy them, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. [3] A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no matter how long he lives, if he cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not receive proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. [4] It comes without meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. [5] Though it never saw the sun or knew anything, it has more rest than does that man-- [6] even if he lives a thousand years twice over but fails to enjoy his prosperity. Do not all go to the same place?  The remainder of the chapter also deals with this issue.
ENVY: 
IR
Proverbs 14:30 A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. 

FAITH RELATIONSHIP:
IR
Lev 19:23 – 25  When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. [b] For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the LORD your God.    Stewardship is a form of faith.  If we carry out stewardship as God requires there is always an aspect of faith that God will provide because we have been obedient.  

 Malachi 3:10 – 12  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 
Neh 9:37  Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress.    When we are disobedient God will remove our responsibilities for stewardship proportional to our disobedience. 

Prov 3:9 – 10  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.    Obedience or submission to God in tithing results in all of our NEEDS (not wants necessarily) being met beyond our comprehension.

Prov 11:24 – 25  One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Prov 11:28   Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf. 

Prov 19:17  He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done. 

Prov 21:13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered. 

Prov 21:17   He who loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich.   This is the result when one does not trust in God first but in their possessions.
Prov 22:9  A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.

Prov 22:16  He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich--both come to poverty.

Prov 28:22  A stingy man is eager to get rich and is unaware that poverty awaits him. 

Prov 28:27 He who gives to the poor will lack nothing,   but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses. 

Zec.3:7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'If you will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here. 

Acts 5:3 – 4 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." Many important aspects of stewardship are revealed in this passage.  First and foremost that  stewardship is a relationship between man/woman and God.  Secondly, that as a steward all of your resources are at your disposal.  Thirdly, God demands an honest accounting from his stewards.
2Cor 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

2Cor 8:24 Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.   Put your money where your mouth is.

2Cor 9:9 As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;   his righteousness endures forever."

2Cor 9:10 - 11 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.   KEY ELEMENTS:  God provides both bread (today's food) and seed (tomorrow's food) to the sower (those who work in his kingdom) so that we may be rich in every way.  Then we can be generous and our generosity breeds thanksgiving which is to God the original giver-as it should be. 

FAITH RELATIONSHIP: cont'd 
IR
Heb 13:5 – 6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,  "Never will I leave you;   never will I forsake you." [a] 6 So we say with confidence,  "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.   What can man do to me?" [b]  

Lk 12:32  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Mark 12:17 Then Jesus said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is God's." 

Mark 12:32-34  "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. [33] To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." [34] When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

1Tim 6:17  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

FIRSTFRUITS: 
IR
Deut 18:3 – 5  This is the share due the priests from the people who sacrifice a bull or a sheep: the shoulder, the jowls and the inner parts. 4 You are to give them the firstfruits of your grain, new wine and oil, and the first wool from the shearing of your sheep, 5 for the LORD your God has chosen them and their descendants out of all your tribes to stand and minister in the LORD's name always. 

Deut 26:2  take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 

Ex 13:12 – 13  you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD. 13 Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons.    God wants our best and most valuable not our leftovers.  When we give God our best it is a demonstration that we value God more than what we have given him.  

Ex 23:19a  Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the LORD your God. 

Ex 34:10 , 19-20, 26a  Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 19 The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn males of your livestock, whether from herd or flock. 20 Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your firstborn sons.  "No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 26a Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the LORD your God. God made a covenant with Israel.  He would provide safety and a place to live.  Israel would in return would honor God by giving of their firstfruits and their finest to show that they valued God more than the items they were giving to him.  It was also an act of faith in that giving the firstborn required faith that God would provide later offspring.   

Neh 12:44 – 44  At that time men were appointed to be in charge of the storerooms for the contributions, firstfruits and tithes. From the fields around the towns they were to bring into the storerooms the portions required by the Law for the priests and the Levites, for Judah was pleased with the ministering priests and Levites. 
Prov 3:9 – 10  Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.    Obedience or submission to God in tithing results in all of our NEEDS (not wants necessarily) being met beyond our comprehension.

1Cor 16:2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

GENEROUS GIVING:  Examples of
IR
1 Chronicles 29:3-9 Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple: [4] three thousand talents of gold (gold of Ophir) and seven thousand talents of refined silver, for the overlaying of the walls of the buildings, [5] for the gold work and the silver work, and for all the work to be done by the craftsmen. Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the LORD?" [6] Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king's work gave willingly. [7] They gave toward the work on the temple of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze and a hundred thousand talents of iron. [8] Any who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of the LORD in the custody of Jehiel the Gershonite. [9] The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. [NOTE: The pattern for generous giving in this passage parallels the 2Chronicles 29-30. The leader explains why he is going to give generously and announces his gift in public. The leader asks his high level leaders to follow and they also give generously. Finally, the common people are invited to give and they do so joyfully. The two important points are knowing why one should give generously and the leaders demonstrating their generosity before asking the common people to give.]
GENEROUS GIVING: FRESH EXPERIENCE WITH GOD LEADS TO GENEROSITY
IR
Acts 4:32 - 35
*  Acts 4:32 - 35 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  Again a fresh experience with God leads to generous giving.

GENEROUS GIVING: GIVING YOURSELF TO GOD LEADS TO GENEROSITY
IR
2Cor 8:1 - 9
· 2Cor 8:1 - 9 1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.   8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  The Macedonians were in extreme poverty and still they gave generously because they wanted to honor God to honor God and meet the needs of the poor in Jerusalem.  The pattern is the same.  First they gave themselves to Lord (vs 5) then to the ministry and then they gave generously.  

GENEROUS GIVING:  Heart Attitude
IR
Deuteronomy 15:10 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 

Proverbs 11:24-25One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  [25] A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Proverbs 11:28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.
Proverbs 19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done. 

Proverbs 22:9 A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. 

Proverbs 28:8 He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor. 

Exodus 25:2 "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give. 
Luke 11:37-41 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. [38] But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised. [39] Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. [40] You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? [41] But give what is inside [the dish] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. NOTE: Generosity reflects a heart full of love and faith that God will provide. Jesus is saying that when the Pharisees were clean on the inside their greed would be replaced by generosity for the poor.
GENEROUS GIVING: Provides For Those In Need
IR
Philip. 4:15-19  Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; [16] for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. [17] Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. [18] I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. [19] And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

Deuteronomy 15:10-11 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. [11] There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  [25] A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Proverbs 19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done. 

Proverbs 22:9 A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. 

Proverbs 28:8 He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor. 

2 Corinthians 8:13-15 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little." 
Philip. 4:15-19  Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; [16] for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. [17] Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. [18] I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. [19] And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

GENEROUS GIVING: REDEDICATION TO GOD LEADS TO
IR
2Chron Chpts 29-31

* Leaders got right with God first:  2Chron 29:27-31  27 Hezekiah gave the order to sacrifice the burnt offering on the altar. As the offering began, singing to the LORD began also, accompanied by trumpets and the instruments of David king of Israel. 28 The whole assembly bowed in worship, while the singers sang and the trumpeters played. All this continued until the sacrifice of the burnt offering was completed. 29 When the offerings were finished, the king and everyone present with him knelt down and worshiped. 30 King Hezekiah and his officials ordered the Levites to praise the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with gladness and bowed their heads and worshiped. 31 Then Hezekiah said, "You have now dedicated yourselves to the LORD. Come and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to the temple of the LORD." So the assembly brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all whose hearts were willing brought burnt offerings. 
* Then the nation was invited to join:  2Chron 30:1   1 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel..

* The people came:  2Chron 30:13-14   13 A very large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month. 14 They removed the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 
* The nation enjoyed the sweet time of worship and chose to continue.2Chron 30: 21-23     21 The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and priests sang to the LORD every day, accompanied by the LORD's instruments of praise. 22 Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites, who showed good understanding of the service of the LORD. For the seven days they ate their assigned portion and offered fellowship offerings and praised the LORD, the God of their fathers. 23 The whole assembly then agreed to celebrate the festival seven more days; so for another seven days they celebrated joyfully.  
*  Isreal chooses as a nation to return to God:  2Chron 31:1    1 When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went out to the towns of Judah, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. They destroyed the high places and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh. After they had destroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their own property. The Isrealites realized they had wandered from Jehovah as their one and only God.  After worshipping God for two weeks they realized that their relationship with God was very important and chose to destroy the high places and altars where they had been worshipping other Gods.

*  Generous giving from the heart:  2Chron 31:3-7  3 The king contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings and for the burnt offerings on the Sabbaths, New Moons and appointed feasts as written in the Law of the LORD. 4 He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. 5 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 6 The men of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them in heaps. 7 They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the LORD and blessed his people Israel.   Because of the preparation of peoples hearts, they gave out of their love for God.  This resulted in an overflowing gift to God from the people of Isreal.
Deut 15:10 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

Ex 35:4 - Ex 36:7GIVING FOR THE TABERNACLE

*  The giving list was given:  Ex 35:4-9   4 Moses said to the whole Israelite community, "This is what the LORD has commanded: 5 From what you have, take an offering for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD an offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood; 8 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 

* Those who were willing gave generously:  Ex 35:20-22, and 29   20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' presence, 21 and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved him came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. 22 All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD.  29 All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all the work the LORD through Moses had commanded them to do.   

* God has given the needed skills and abilities to do what he has called a ministry to do:  Ex 35:30-Ex 36:1   30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-- 32 to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 33 to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship. 34 And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers. 1 So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the LORD has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the work of constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just as the LORD has commanded."   
*  Call to stop giving because enough had been received:  Ex 36:4-7    4 So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work 5 and said to Moses, "The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done."   6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work.  When people have a positive experience with God, their generosity will overflow and the ministry will have more than enough to do what God has called them to do.
GIFTEDNESS: 
IR
1Cor 12:7-11 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. [8] To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, [10] to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. [11] All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.    Vs 7- We each receive a gift.  Everyone has one whether they know it or not and there is a purpose for that gift:  the common good or to build up the body of the church(see Eph 4:11-13).  If a gift is not exercised then the body is not completely functional.  It is the calling of every believer to find their personal gift and to employ it as best as they can for God’s glory. 

1Cor 12:17-20 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? [18] But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. [19] If they were all one part, where would the body be? [20] As it is, there are many parts, but one body.   Every part is just where God wants it to be.  Bloom where you are planted, serve where you are lead to serve.  Do not try to be like others.  God has blessed each of us with a unique set of gifts and therefore each of us have a unique ministry. 

1Cor 12:27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

GIVING:  Cheerfully
IR
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

GIVING:  Uncheerfully
IR
Acts 5:1-11     Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. [2] With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. [3] Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? [4] Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." [5] When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. [6] Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. [7] About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. [8] Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price." [9] Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." [10] At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. [11] Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 
GOD OWNS IT ALL: 
IR
Deut. 8:13 – 18  and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me."  18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.    Mankind has a tendency for pride (what an understatement).  We often forget that what we produce is a result of the gifts, talents, time, and resources which God has provided individually for each of us.  Without God we are nothing. 

1 Chronicles 29:10-19 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, "Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. [11] Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. [12] Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. [13] Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. [14] "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. [15] We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. [16] O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. [17] I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. [18] O LORD, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you. [19] And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, requirements and decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which I have provided." 

Ecc. 5:19 – 20  Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work--this is a gift of God. 20 He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart. 
Ecclesiastes 6:2 God gives a man wealth, possessions and honor, so that he lacks nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable him to enjoy them, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 
Ex. 35:35  He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers.     God gives us the abilities to whatever we do well. 

Ezek. 18:4a  For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son--both alike belong to me. 

Gen. 1:26 – 29  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, [b] and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.    God created us and everything else on the earth.  Then he gave us the earth to manage.  Everything we have and everything we are is from God! 
Isaiah 40:10-17 (nearly the whole chapter) See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. [11] He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. [12] Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? [13] Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor? [14] Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge or showed him the path of understanding? [15] Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. [16] Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. [17] Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing. 

Is. 42:5  This is what God the LORD says--  he who created the heavens and stretched them out,   who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it,  who gives breath to its people,   and life to those who walk on it: 

Is. 45:11 – 13  This is what the LORD says--   the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker:  Concerning things to come, do you question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands? 12 It is I who made the earth   and created mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens;   I marshaled their starry hosts. 13 I will raise up Cyrus [b] in my righteousness:   I will make all his ways straight.  He will rebuild my city   and set my exiles free,  but not for a price or reward,   says the LORD Almighty." 

GOD OWNS IT ALL: cont’d
IR
Is. 46:3 – 4  Listen to me, O house of Jacob,   all you who remain of the house of Israel,  you whom I have upheld since you were conceived,   and have carried since your birth. 4 Even to your old age and gray hairs   I am he, I am he who will sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry you;   I will sustain you and I will rescue you.   Once again we are reminded that God has given us all that we have. 

Is. 57:16  I will not accuse forever,   nor will I always be angry,  for then the spirit of man would grow faint before me--the breath of man that I have created.   God created us-all of our gifts, talents, belongings are his. 

Job. 10:8-12 "Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and destroy me? [9] Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again? [10] Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese, [11] clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and sinews? [12] You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit.

Psalms 22:9  Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast.   God gives all men life (brings us out of the womb) and faith even before we can realize or acknowledge these gifts.

Psalms 24:1 – 2  Of David. A psalm. The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 2 for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.  

Psalms 47:7-9 For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. [8] God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. [9] The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. 
Psalm 74:12-17 But you, O God, are my king from of old; you bring salvation upon the earth. [13] It was you who split open the sea by your power; you broke the heads of the monster in the waters. [14] It was you who crushed the heads of Leviathan and gave him as food to the creatures of the desert. [15] It was you who opened up springs and streams; you dried up the ever flowing rivers. [16] The day is yours, and yours also the night; you established the sun and moon. [17] It was you who set all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. 

Psalms 89:11  The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you founded the world and all that is in it. 

Psalms 104:24  How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

Psalms 115:16 The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to man. 

Psalms 118:27  The LORD is God, and he has made his light shine upon us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up [b] to the horns of the altar. 

Psalms 139:13 – 16  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.   Our very existence is a result of God's creation.  Everything we are and have is really God's. 

Psalms 148:5Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 6 He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away.
 Zech. 12:1This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: 

Acts 17:25  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.   All that we have, God owns. He has given these things to us to manage for his kingdom. 

Col 1:15 – 17 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

1Cor 4:7  For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?   The context is that Apollos is apparently bragging about how effective he is in his ministry.  Paul is reminding him that all he has, including his gift to be persuasive, is a gift from God to be used for God's glory and the edification of the body.  Gifts are not to be used for ones ego.  The overall point is again that every talent that anyone has is a gift from God and we need to employ our gifts for God's glory.

1 Corinthians 8:6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live. 
2Cor 3:5  Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.    This is important because it reminds us that everything we have,  even the talents which allow us to earn an income, come from God. 

2 Corinthians 9:14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
GOD OWNS IT ALL:  cont'd
IR
Eph 2:10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.   God has given us all of our talents.  

Ephesians 3:9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 
Eph 4:7 - 4:12  But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it [a] says:  "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train   and gave gifts to men." [b] 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions [c]? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.  We are given specific talents to build up the body of Christ. 

Hebrews 1:10-11 He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. [11] They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 

Hebrews 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Heb 3:4  For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 
Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. [CREATIONISM]
John 1:3-4 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. [4] In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
John 3:27 To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.

Lk 12:15 – 21  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18 Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 20 But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."    This deals with the attitude of the rich.  God will not honor the rich who are concerned with storing riches up for themselves.  That leads to the person believing they are in total control of their own destiny and to a denial/forgetting that everything we have is a gift from God.  The rich must struggle to keep the balance of knowing that the wealth they have is a gift from God and to manage their wealth as a steward rather than managing it as an owner.  They must also struggle with not being overcome with greed for more wealth.  God requires us to give the first tenth of our wealth to Him to help us keep these balances in perspective.  

Luke 14:33  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

1Pet 4:10 – 11 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.   There are three main points: 1) you do have a gift, 2)  each MUST use their gifts and 2) we use our gifts to glorify GOD not ourselves.  

2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

2 Peter 3:5-6   But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. [6] By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 

Rom 4:17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. Rom 4:17 (NASB) (as it is written, "A father of many nations have I made you") in the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.   God “called into being that which did not exist (NASB),”  that means he created everything.

Romans 11:33-36 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! [34] "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" [35] "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" [36] For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
Rom 12:6 – 8  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his [b] faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.     This is stewardship of time and talents.  God has blessed each of us with a particular talent in order to use the talent fully we must be good stewards of our time so we are available to use the gift for God's kingdom.

GOD OWNS IT ALL:  cont'd
IR
Rev. 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 

Rev. 10:6  And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay! 

GOD PROVIDES: 
IR
Psalm 65:9 – 11 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. 10You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 11You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. 

Psalm 127:1-2 A song of ascents. Of Solomon. Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. [2] In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-- for he grants sleep to those he loves.
GREED: 
IR
Habakkuk 2:5 indeed, wine betrays him; he is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied, he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples. 

NLVT Luke 11:41 So give to the needy what you greedily possess, and you will be clean all over. Luke 11:41 NIV But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.    NASB Luke 11:41 "But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you. LIV Luke 11:41 Purity is best demonstrated by generosity.
Luke 12:16-21 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. [17] He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' [18] "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 
Luke 11:37-41 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. [38] But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised. [39] Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. [40] You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? [41] But give what is inside [the dish] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you. NOTE: Generosity reflects a heart full of love and faith that God will provide. Jesus is saying that when the Pharisees were clean on the inside their greed would be replaced by generosity for the poor.
LENDING:

Luke 6:32-36 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. [33] And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. [34] And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. [35] But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. [36] Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

MONEY: Love of 
IR
Deuteronomy 17:16-17 The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way again." [17] He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.    NOTE: Love of money was prohibited for a king. If a king were rich he would waiver in his dependence on God. Chariots need horses to work. A king with many horse would trust in the military might instead of God.
Ecc 5:10  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. 

Eccles. 5:13-14 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, [14] or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him. 

Eccles. 5:19-20 Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work--this is a gift of God. [20] He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart. 

Ezekiel 7:19 They will throw their silver into the streets, and their gold will be an unclean thing. Their silver and gold will not be able to save them in the day of the Lord's wrath. They will not satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it, for it has made them stumble into sin. 
Proverbs 11:24-25 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  [25] A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

Proverbs 11:28 Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.

Proverbs 13:8 A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor man hears no threat.

Proverbs 13:11 Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.

Proverbs 14:30 A heart at peace gives life to the body,  but envy rots the bones.

Proverbs 15:16 Better a little with the fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.

Proverbs 15:27 A greedy man brings trouble to his family, but he who hates bribes will live.

Proverbs 23:4-5 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint. [5] Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

 Proverbs 30:8-9 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. [9] Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

Psalm 62:10b though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.

Heb 13:5 – 6  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,  "Never will I leave you;   never will I forsake you." [a] 6 So we say with confidence,  "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.   What can man do to me?" [b]  

Lk 12:15 – 21  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 18 Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 20 But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."    This deals with the attitude of the rich.  God will not honor the rich who are concerned with storing riches up for themselves.  That leads to the person believing they are in total control of their own destiny and to a denial/forgetting that everything we have is a gift from God.  The rich must struggle to keep the balance of knowing that the wealth they have is a gift from God and to manage their wealth as a steward rather than managing it as an owner.  They must also struggle with not being overcome with greed for more wealth.  God requires us to give the first tenth of our wealth to Him to help us keep these balances in perspective.  

Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Matthew 13:22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 
1Tim 6:6 – 10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
MOTIVATION FOR GIVING: 
IR
2Cor 5:14-15 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. [15] And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

2Cor 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

NEEDS: 
IR
1Tim 6:8   But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from
IR
Amos 5:6  Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the house of Joseph like a fire; it will devour, and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 
Amos 5:14 – 15  Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. 15 Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy on the remnant of Joseph. 

1Chron 5:20 They were helped in fighting them, and God handed the Hagrites and all their allies over to them, because they cried out to him during the battle. He answered their prayers, because they trusted in him. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
1Chron 28:9  And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 

2Chron 6:16 - 17 
16 Now LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the promises you made to him when you said, 'You shall never fail to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me according to my law, as you have done.' 17 And now, O LORD, God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David come true.   If David's sons do not follow God's laws then:  2Chron 6:24 - 30    24 When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned against you and when they turn back and confess your name, praying and making supplication before you in this temple, 25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to them and their fathers. 26 When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and confess your name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, 27 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an inheritance. 28 When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or when enemies besiege them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may come, 29 and when a prayer or plea is made by any of your people Israel--each one aware of his afflictions and pains, and spreading out his hands toward this temple-- 30 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive, and deal with each man according to all he does, since you know his heart (for you alone know the hearts of men), 

2Chron 7:13 - 14
13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

2Chron 26:5 -6   He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the LORD, God gave him success. 6 He went to war against the Philistines and broke down the walls of Gath, Jabneh and Ashdod. He then rebuilt towns near Ashdod and elsewhere among the Philistines. 

2Chron 31:1  When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went out to the towns of Judah, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. They destroyed the high places and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh. After they had destroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their own property.   If each of us do not remove the high places for our personal weakness in temptation we also will fall back into sin in that area.  We can overcome only by removing all of the "high places" in our own lives and trust in God to lead and protect us from that sin. 

2Chron 31:20 – 21  This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God. 21 In everything that he undertook in the service of God's temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered. 

2Chron 33:8   I will not again make the feet of the Israelites leave the land I assigned to your forefathers, if only they will be careful to do everything I commanded them concerning all the laws, decrees and ordinances given through Moses." 

2Chron 34:27  Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before God when you heard what he spoke against this place and its people, and because you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD. 
Dan 1:9 – 15  Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you." 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see." 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 
Dan 3:16 – 27  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?"  They replied, "Certainly, O king." 25 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!"  So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Dan 6:3 - 4; 16;19-24  Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.  16  So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 19-22  19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 21 Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 At the king's command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 

Deut 4:1 – 2 Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.    Man has to always be told not to change what God has decreed.  Man always wants to change God's way to make it "better".  Usually we make it convenient or more concretely measurable so that we can know we are "okay".

Deut 10:12 – 13  And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?   God's rules/laws are for our own good;  they protect us from our natural inclination to seek self pleasure even when it brings self-destruction.

Deut 11:13 – 17  So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today--to love the LORD your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul-- 14 then I will send rain on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and oil. 15 I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 16 Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. 17 Then the LORD's anger will burn against you, and he will shut the heavens so that it will not rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you. 
Deuteronomy 15:4-6 However, there should be no poor among you, for in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you, [5] if only you fully obey the LORD your God and are careful to follow all these commands I am giving you today. [6] For the LORD your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over you. 
Deut 26:14 – 15 I have not eaten any of the sacred portion while I was in mourning, nor have I removed any of it while I was unclean, nor have I offered any of it to the dead. I have obeyed the LORD my God; I have done everything you commanded me. 15 Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with milk and honey." 

Deut 28:1  If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 

Deut 28:13  The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.   And if they DISOBEYED:  Deut 28:15 However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 

Deut 30:2 – 3 and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, 3 then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. 

Deut 30:11 – 14  Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Ecc 2:26  To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

Ecc 8:12  Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing men, who are reverent before God. 

Ex 1:21  And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.    When  the Jewish midwives disobeyed Pharaoh, but obeyed God, and did not kill the Jewish babies they helped to birth, God rewarded their obedience by giving them their own children.

Ex 16:17 – 18  The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18 And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed.   When we are obedient we will have what we need.  Those who disobeyed and gathered too much found the extra manna rotten and full of maggots.

Ex 19:5 – 6  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." 

Ex 31:12 – 13  Then the LORD said to Moses, 13 Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy. 

Ezek 18:20  The soul who sins is the one who will die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him. 

Gen 22:15 – 18  The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."   

Gen 26:4 – 5  I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws." 

Is 38:4 – 8  Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 Go and tell Hezekiah, 'This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years to your life. 6 And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city. 7 This is the LORD's sign to you that the LORD will do what he has promised: 8 I will make the shadow cast by the sun go back the ten steps it has gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.'" So the sunlight went back the ten steps it had gone down.

Is 57:1 – 2  The righteous perish,   and no one ponders it in his heart;  devout men are taken away,   and no one understands  that the righteous are taken away   to be spared from evil. 2 Those who walk uprightly   enter into peace;   they find rest as they lie in death. 

Is 58:6 – 9  Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of injustice   and untie the cords of the yoke,  to set the oppressed free   and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry   and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter--  when you see the naked, to clothe him,   and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,   and your healing will quickly appear;  then your righteousness [a] will go before you,   and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;   you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.    "If you do away with the yoke of oppression,   with the pointing finger and malicious talk,   10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry   and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,  then your light will rise in the darkness,   and your night will become like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you always;   he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land   and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-watered garden,   like a spring whose waters never fail. 12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins   and will raise up the age-old foundations;  you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,   Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.   13 If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath   and from doing as you please on my holy day,  if you call the Sabbath a delight   and the LORD's holy day honorable,  and if you honor it by not going your own way   and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 14 then you will find your joy in the LORD,   and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land   and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob."    The mouth of the LORD has spoken.     This is a series of if /then statements.  Which essentially say that if we are obedient and follow God's way then he will bless us.  These are promises of blessing for obedience.

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Is 60:12 For the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish;   it will be utterly ruined.   
Jer 17:24 – 25  But if you are careful to obey me, declares the LORD, and bring no load through the gates of this city on the Sabbath, but keep the Sabbath day holy by not doing any work on it, 25 then kings who sit on David's throne will come through the gates of this city with their officials. They and their officials will come riding in chariots and on horses, accompanied by the men of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, and this city will be inhabited forever. 

Jer 22:15 – 16  Does it make you a king   to have more and more cedar?  Did not your father have food and drink?   He did what was right and just,   so all went well with him. 16 He defended the cause of the poor and needy,   and so all went well.  Is that not what it means to know me?"   declares the LORD.

Job 4:6  Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope?   Piety is directing ones self towards God; that is striving to be obedient to God.  If one is obedient to God then one may be confident that God will lead the 
way and direct you as he promises.  When one is blameless you are again obedient to God.  Obedience to God also creates hope, knowing that God in some way will provide every NEED (not necessarily wants) in His time.
Josh 22:5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to obey his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and all your soul." 

Josh 23:10 – 11  One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised. 11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 

1Kings 3:14   And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life." 

1Kings 6:11 – 13  The word of the LORD came to Solomon: 12 As for this temple you are building, if you follow my decrees, carry out my regulations and keep all my commands and obey them, I will fulfill through you the promise I gave to David your father. 13 And I will live among the Israelites and will not abandon my people Israel." 

1Kings 8:61But your hearts must be fully committed to the LORD our God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time." 

1Kings 9:4  As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and uprightness, as David your father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws, 

1Kings 21:29  Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the days of his son." 

2Kings 4:42 – 44 A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from the first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain. "Give it to the people to eat," Elisha said. 43 How can I set this before a hundred men?" his servant asked.  But Elisha answered, "Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the LORD says: 'They will eat and have some left over.'" 44 Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the LORD.    Obedience opens us up for God to work miracles in our lives and those around us.  Listening to God's commands for our lives and performing them even when it seems impossible provides opportunities for God to act in our lives.

2Kings 5:11 - 5:14   But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage. 13 Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.   Many times we want God to do miraculous acts in our way and on our time.  When our timetable or desires are not met we become frustrated or even angry with God.  "Why doesn't he get on the Ball?"  All along we have the answer.  All God requires of us is obedience.  If we would just do what he asks us to do then he will heal us just as with Naaman.

Lev 19:23 – 25  When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25 But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the LORD your God.  Obedience requires delayed gratification.  The wait is worth it.  As in this verse, by waiting for the fifth year the Lord promises an abundant crop.  This requires both patience and faith.
OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Lev 25:18 – 19  Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land. 19 Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in safety. 

Lev 26:3 – 13  If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 4 I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 5 Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 6 I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 9 I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my covenant with you. 10 You will still be eating last year's harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. 11 I will put my dwelling place [a] among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high.   Obedience to God results in blessings.  Lev 26:14-35 lists what will happen if the Israelites disobey God.  Lev 26:14 - 16           14 But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, 15 and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in vain, because your enemies will eat it. 

Lev 26:44 – 45  Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD their God. 45 But for their sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.'" 

Neh 1:8 – 9  Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' 

Neh 13:26  Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women.   God had called Israel to remain separate from other nations to insure that the Israelites would follow him single-heartedly.  By intermarrying with other cultures the Israelites were lead astray to other gods as typified by Solomon.  Whenever we take our eyes off of God we are in a state of sin-thus Solomon fell into sin and worshipped other gods.
Num 22:17 - 18   because I will reward you handsomely and do whatever you say. Come and put a curse on these people for me." 18 But Balaam answered them, "Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I could not do anything great or small to go beyond the command of the LORD my God. 

Num 23:12   He answered, "Must I not speak what the LORD puts in my mouth?" 

Num 31:13 – 18  Moses, Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the community went to meet them outside the camp. 14 Moses was angry with the officers of the army--the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds--who returned from the battle. 15 Have you allowed all the women to live?" he asked them. 16 They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and were the means of turning the Israelites away from the LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD's people. 17 Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who has slept with a man, 18 but save for yourselves every girl who has never slept with a man.    By not following God's way we open ourselves to temptation and eventually to sin which will turn us away from God.
Prov 2:1 – 5  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 3 and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.    Obedience is rewarded with deeper knowledge of God.  Deeper understanding and more obedience are needed for continued growth.  Seek and you shall find!

Prov 10:17  He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray. 

Prov 10:27  The fear of the LORD adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short.  28 The prospect of the righteous is joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing. 29 The way of the LORD is a refuge for the righteous, but it is the ruin of those who do evil. 30 The righteous will never be uprooted, but the wicked will not remain in the land. 

Prov 11:21  Be sure of this: The wicked will not go unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Prov 14:26 – 27  He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge. 27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death. 

Ps 19:14   May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

Prov 21:21  He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 

Prov 24:11 – 12  Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. 12 If you say, "But we knew nothing about this," does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done? 
Pr 24:16  for though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity. 

Ps 25:12 – 15  Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way chosen for him. 13 He will spend his days in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land. 14 The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. 15 My eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my feet from the snare. 

Ps 34:9 – 10 Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing. 10 The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 

Ps 37:3 – 4  Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Ps 37:23 – 24  If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; 24 though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand. 

Ps 40:8 – 8  I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart." 

Ps 91:14 – 16  Because he loves me," says the LORD, "I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 15 He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 16 With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation." 

Ps 103:17 – 18  But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children-- 18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. 
Ps 119:97 – 100  Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. 98 Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. 100 I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts. 

Ps 128:1 – 4 A song of ascents. Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways. 2 You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table. 4 Thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. 
1Sam 12:14 – 15  If you fear the LORD and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you follow the LORD your God--good! 15 But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers. 

1Sam 15:22 – 23  But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 

1Sam 26:9 – 11  But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD's anointed and be guiltless? 10 As surely as the LORD lives," he said, "the LORD himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on the LORD's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." 

Acts 4:18 – 20  Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 

Acts 5:32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 

1Cor 7:17 – 20  Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches. 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God's commands is what counts. 20 Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him.    Circumcision is an outward sign which does not necessarily reflect a person's heart.  Being obedient to God by keeping his commands (10 commandments) reveals where a person's heart is.  Obedience takes precedence over the outward sign.
OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
2Cor 9:12 – 15  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  In this case our obedience results in blessing for others in the immediate time frame.  In the longer time frame we ourselves as the giver are blessed physically by the response of others to us should we have a need and spiritually because giving helps us to focus on God and to release ourselves and our belongings to him.  This opens our heart to receive God.

Eph 6:2 – 3  Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- 3 that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." [a] 

Eph 6:7 – 8  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. 

Ga 6:7 – 8  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature [a] will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

Heb 6:10 – 11  God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 

Heb 12:1 – 2  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.    The race which is marked out for all Christians is that of obedience to God.   The Ultimate act of obedience was demonstrated by Jesus as he died on the cross for all of mankind's sins.  
Jam 1:22 – 25  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. 

Jn 4:34 – 38  My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." 

Jn 5:19 – 20  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these.    Total obedience by Jesus allowed complete union with the Father making all things possible.

Jn 5:30   By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 

Jn 8:31 – 32  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 

Jn 10:17 - 18   The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

Jn 12:26   Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

Jn 12:27 – 28  Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!"  Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 

Jn 14:15  If you love me, you will obey what I command. 

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Jn 14:23 – 24  Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

Jn 15:10   If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 

Jn 15:16 – 17 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.    Obedience is followed by receiving what one has asked for.  This is not a carte blanche whatever you ask for.  We will ask only for what we understand to be within God's will when we are being obedient to God.
Lk 1:38  I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

Lk 3:8  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 

Lk 5:4 – 7  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.   It made no sense to fish more. By obeying Peter and his crew made the biggest catch they had ever made.  Through obedience Peter made it possible for God to work in his life.  Sometimes we don't understand why God seems to be telling us to do something.  If the action is consistent with our understanding of God's will then we need to obey and cast our net.  Then we will see how  God will work in our lives. 

Lk 5:27 – 28  After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 

Lk 6:46 – 49  Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47 I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But 
the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." 

Lk 11:28  He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it." 

Lk 12:5-7  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.   6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.    Fear of God leads to obedience.  God knows what happens to every sparrow  which has little value.  He also numbers every hair on each human head.  Since he provides even for the insignificant sparrow then He must he love us even more.  Then how could God ask us to do something that is "bad" for us?  He can not and would not.  We must obey Him because everything He asks us to do is in our best interest(even though sometimes it is not apparent at the time).

Lk 12:29 – 31 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

Lk 17:10   So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'" 
Mk 3:33 – 35  Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers!  35 Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother." (see Mt 12:50)

Mk 8:34 – 36  Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 

Mk 9:35  Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

Mk 13:13  All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

Mt 12:50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."   Words are fine but "doing the will of my Father" shows obedience and partnership in God's family.  (see Mk 3:33-35)

OBEDIENCE:  blessings from; cont’d
IR
Mt 21:28 – 31  What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 29 I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30 Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  "The first," they answered.  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.    We show our obedience through our actions.  Words can be and often are meaningless.  Jesus went on to say that tax collectors and prostitutes who truly repented would enter heaven before many of the self-righteous religious leaders.

Mt 21:43  Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.    This is the final statement from the absent vineyard owner parable.  If those who have been entrusted with God's kingdom on earth are not obedient and do not manage the assets in God's best interest then God will remove them from their position and replace them with someone who will do God's will.

Mt 24:12 – 14  Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

1Tim 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

2Tim 4:7 – 8  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

Rev 2:7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

Rev 2:10  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Rev 2:23  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 

Rev 3:5  He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

Rev 22:12 – 16 Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." 

Rom 6:16   Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

Rom 8:5   Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 

Rom 8:28   And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

OBEDIENCE:  call to it
IR
Ecc 12:13 – 14  Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.  
OBEDIENCE:  Proves that we love God
IR
1 John 2:3-6 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. [4] The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. [5] But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: [6] Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

1 John 2:17  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

1 John 2:24-25 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. [25] And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. 

1 John 2:29  If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 

1 John 3:18-20 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. [19] This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence [20] whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

1 John 5:2-3 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. [3] This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 

2 John 1:6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

OBEDIENCE:  righteousness
IR
Ecc 12:13 – 14  Now all has been heard;   here is the conclusion of the matter:  Fear God and keep his commandments,   for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment,   including every hidden thing,   whether it is good or evil. 

Is 32:17 – 20  The fruit of righteousness will be peace;   the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 18 My people will live in peaceful dwelling places,   in secure homes,   in undisturbed places of rest. 19 Though hail flattens the forest   and the city is leveled completely, 20 how blessed you will be,   sowing your seed by every stream,   and letting your cattle and donkeys range free.  

Is 33:15 – 16  He who walks righteously   and speaks what is right,  who rejects gain from extortion   and keeps his hand from accepting bribes,  who stops his ears against plots of murder   and shuts his eyes against contemplating evil-- 16 this is the man who will dwell on the heights,   whose refuge will be the mountain fortress.  His bread will be supplied,   and water will not fail him. 

Is 56:4 – 8  For this is what the LORD says:  "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,   who choose what pleases me   and hold fast to my covenant-- 5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls   a memorial and a name   better than sons and daughters;  I will give them an everlasting name   that will not be cut off. 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD   to serve him,  to love the name of the LORD,   and to worship him,  all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it   and who hold fast to my covenant-- 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain   and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices   will be accepted on my altar;  for my house will be called   a house of prayer for all nations." 8 The Sovereign LORD declares--   he who gathers the exiles of Israel:  "I will gather still others to them   besides those already gathered."  

Lam 3:25 – 27  The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him,   to the one who seeks him; 26 it is good to wait quietly   for the salvation of the LORD. 27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke   while he is young.    

Micah 6:9  Listen! The LORD is calling to the city-- and to fear your name is wisdom-- "Heed the rod and the One who appointed it. [b] 

Micah 7:7  But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me. 
Ps 97:10 – 12  Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 11 Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the LORD, you who are righteous, and praise his holy name. 

Ps 119:29 – 32  Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law. 30 I have chosen the way of truth; I have set my heart on your laws. 31 I hold fast to your statutes, O LORD; do not let me be put to shame. 32 I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free. He 

Ps 119:33 – 40  Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end. 34 Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. 35 Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. 36 Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. 37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. [b] 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared. 39 Take away the disgrace I dread, for your laws are good. 40 How I long for your precepts! Preserve my life in your righteousness. Waw 

Ps 139:23 – 24  Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

Prov 29:25  Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 

OBEDIENCE:  righteousness cont’d
IR
2Cor 8:5  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 

Gal 1:10  Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

Gal 2:21  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"
Ga 3:10 – 14  All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them."  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

Heb 2:1  We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 

1Jn 2:3 – 6  We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love [b] is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

1Jn 3:6  No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

1Jn 3:8 – 10  He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 

1Jn 3:21 – 24  Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

1Jn 4:16 – 17  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

1Jn 5:3 – 4  This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 

2Jn 1:6  And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

Lk 6:46 – 49  Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47 I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." 

1Pet 1:14 – 16  As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." [a] 

1Pet 4:1 – 2  Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2 As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.    Living for God is obedience; living for human desires is disobedience.
1Pet 5:8 – 9  Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.   

2Pet 1:4 – 9  Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

Titus 2:11 – 14  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 

OVER AND ABOVE GIVING: 
IR
Deut 12:11  Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name--there you are to bring everything I command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD.   Sometimes we feel like "There, I have tithed, I am done.  In this verse there are tithes, special gifts, and possessions.  The special gifts and possessions were given OVER AND ABOVE the tithe.

OWNED BY THE WORLD: 
IR
1 Cor. 7:31 those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
John 17:15-16 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. [16] They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

PEOPLE AS STEWARDS: 
IR
Gen 1:26 - 29Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, [b] and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.    God created us and everything else on the earth.  Then he gave us the earth to manage.  Everything we have and everything we are is from God! 
Psalms 8:3-8 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, [4] what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? [5] You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. [6] You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: [7] all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, [8] the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

Psalm 115:16 The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to man. 

1 Cor. 4:2     Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.

John 10:11-13 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [12] The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. [13] The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.   This passage contrasts the owner and the manager. 

PEOPLE’S PURPOSE: 
IR
1 Cor. 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.

Ephes. 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

2 Tim. 2:21(NIV)  If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 

2 Tim. 2:21(NLT)  If you keep yourself pure, you will be a utensil God can use for his purpose. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for every good work.      Man’s purpose is to do good works for the master.

PLANNING: 
IR
Proverbs 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
Proverbs 21:5 [NLT] Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty. 

Proverbs 21:20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. 
Lk 14:28 – 33 Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  31 Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  
POOR: 
IR
Proverbs 19:17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done. 

PROPORTIONATE GIVING: 
IR
Deut 16:10 Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you. 
Deuteronomy 16:16-17  Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: [17] Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. 

1Cor 16:2  On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.     This is firstfruit giving in the new testament.  We are to give God our finest and off the top.  When we do this it helps us to keep God first in our lives because by giving in this manner means we value God more than anything else.   If we give after taking care of everything else it is unlikely there will be much left over and it is a clear statement that we value the other things more than God (this of course assumes that a person is not under some unusual circumstance such as a major illness which financially wipes you out). 

2Co.8:11-12 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 
Mk 7:11 – 13 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban' (that is, a gift devoted to God), 12 then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that."   These two verses ( above and below)  reveal that offerings to God in lieu of care for ones family is poor stewardship if one uses the offering to God as an excuse for not providing for your family.  There is a difference between stretching in faith and dismissing in a lack of faith and love. 

Mt 15:5 – 6  But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to 'honor his father [c]' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 
PROVIDING FOR THE POOR: 
IR
Lev 19:10  Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.   

Lk 14:13 – 14  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."   It is easy to give to someone who you know will return your gift or favor.  It is difficult to give to someone who you know is incapable of returning your gift or favor.  We are told to give to those who can not return the gift  and that God himself will return the gift to us when we get to heaven.  True giving is a faith stretcher and gives expecting nothing in return. 

REASONS FOR GIVING: 
IR
Acts 10:4  And fixing his gaze upon him and being much alarmed, he said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers and alms have ascended as a memorial before God.     
God knows how and what you have given and will reward you accordingly. This is not a give so that you may receive mentality. The idea is that when you have given with pure motives as God has called you to give, God recognizes, remembers, and returns favor for your gift. The motive is to honor God and show your love for him through your giving.  

2Cor 9:12 – 15  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   The emphasis is on how those in Jerusalem will thank God for the gifts the Corinthians have given.  In this way those who gave and those who received would probably never meet and the receiver is forced to acknowledge God for meeting the need.  This suggests that it is biblically sound to give secretly so that the receiver can only thank God as the giver instead of the human giver.   Thus God receives his just praise as our ultimate provider.  An added benefit is that it prevents the giver from becoming puffed up with pride because of what they have given. 

Eph 4:7 - 4:12  But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it [a] says:  "When he ascended on high,   he led captives in his train   and gave gifts to men." [b] 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions [c]? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.   We are given specific talents to build up the body of Christ. 

Heb 13:2  Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.
SACRIFICIAL GIVING: 
IR
Hebrews 13:16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

SAVINGS: 
IR
Proverbs 13:11b but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow. 

Prov 21:20   In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. 

STEWARDSHIP: PEOPLE APPOINTED AS STEWARDS
IR   

Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
Psalm 8:4-8 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? [5] You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. [6] You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: [7] all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, [8] the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 

Hebrews 2:6-8 But there is a place where someone has testified: "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? [7] You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor [8] and put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him. [NOTE: While this Hebrews passage cites Ps. 8:4-6 the focus is not on people being appointed steward over God’s creation. Rather, in context this citation is referring to Jesus being over everything since he is both God and man.]
STEWARDSHIP: SPIRITUAL BASIS OF
IR   

Luke 16:10-12 "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. [11] So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? [12] And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own? NLT Luke 16:10-12"Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won't be faithful in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities. [11] And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? [12] And if you are not faithful with other people's money, why should you be trusted with money of your own? 

Luke 16:13 "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." 

2 Tim. 2:3-7 (NLT) Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. [4] And as Christ's soldier, do not let yourself become tied up in the affairs of this life, for then you cannot satisfy the one who has enlisted you in his army. [5] Follow the Lord's rules for doing his work, just as an athlete either follows the rules or is disqualified and wins no prize. [6] Hardworking farmers are the first to enjoy the fruit of their labor. [7] Think about what I am saying. The Lord will give you understanding in all these things.

2 Tim. 2:3-7 (NIV)  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. [4] No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer. [5] Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. [6] The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. [7] Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.

TALENTS: 
IR
Ex 35:35  He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers.  God gives us the abilities to whatever we do well. 

1Cor 4:7  For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?   The context is that Apollos is apparently bragging about how effective he is in his ministry.  Paul is reminding him that all he has, including his gift to be persuasive, is a gift from God to be used for God's glory and the edification of the body.  Gifts are not to be used for ones ego.  The overall point is again that every talent that anyone has is a gift from God and we need to employ our gifts for God's glory. 

Eph 4:7 - 4:12  But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it [a] says:  "When he ascended on high,   he led captives in his train   and gave gifts to men." [b] 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions [c]? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. We are given specific talents to build up the body of Christ. 

Rom 12:6 – 8  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his [b] faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.     This is stewardship of time and talents.  God has blessed each of us with a particular talent in order to use the talent fully we must be good stewards of our time so we are available to use the gift for God's kingdom.

1Pet 4:10 – 11  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.   There are two main points: 1)  each MUST use their gifts and 2) we use our gifts to glorify GOD not ourselves. 

THOUGHTFUL PURCHASES: 
IR
Prov 24:3   By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;   Purchases made must be weighed carefully.   If the potential purchase is a need and the money is available, then find the best price and buy it.  If the item is a want, then surplus money must be available.  If the money is available, all current needs are taken care of, and anticipated needs can price and buy the item.  If any one of those preconditions are not met then it is probably not a good idea to buy the item.

TIME: 
IR
Ex 18:13 – 26  The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. 14 When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, "What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?" 15 Moses answered him, "Because the people come to me to seek God's will. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God's decrees and laws." 17 Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good. 18 You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. 19 Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people's representative before God and bring their disputes to him. 20 Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. 21 But select capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 22 Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. 23 If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied." 24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. 25 He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 26 They served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves.   Moses was spending too much time doing things that others with less ability and less responsibility could do without sacrificing quality.  Jethro was encouraging Moses to be a good steward with his time by doing the more important things which only he could do and leaving other less important functions to others.  This is stewardship of time. 

Job 14:5 Man's days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed. 

Prov 24:27  Finish your outdoor work and get your fields ready;  after that, build your house.    Part of stewardship is to set priorities for the order in which things should be done.  By planting the fields first one guarantees that food will be available when the house is completed.  Secondly, the crops can grow while the house is being built so one double s time efficiency by selecting the correct order.  If the house is built first there will not be enough time for the crops to grow to maturity.   Choices for what to do in which order in our lives can make a difference on whether each task can be completed.  This requires thought and management of time and resources which is what stewardship is all about. 

Ps 39:4 "Show me, O Lord, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my life.

Jm 4:14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

Lk 12:25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

Luke 12:18-21 "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '     [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'     [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 

Mk 14:7  The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me.    The context of this verse is unusual.  This is a clear call to prioritize what we do.  Sometimes an opportunity is available for a short period.  If a rare opportunity is offered at the same time as one which will persist and the rare opportunity offers the potential for a great but brief harvest we must organize our time to take full advantage of the rare opportunity.

1Thes 4:11 – 12  Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  If one lives a quiet life then they have the opportunity to be available for service.  Many today are so busy that they can barely squeeze in time for service if at all. 
TITHING: 
IR
2Chron 31:5 - 10
5 As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 6 The men of Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them in heaps. 7 They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the LORD and blessed his people Israel.  9 Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; 10 and Azariah the chief priest, from the family of Zadok, answered, "Since the people began to bring their contributions to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare, because the LORD has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over."    When the attitude/motive for giving is correct people give generously beyond expectations to the glory of God. 

Deut 12:11  Then to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name--there you are to bring everything I command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD.   Sometimes we feel like "There, I have tithed, I am done.  In this verse there are tithes, special gifts, and possessions.  The special gifts and possessions were given OVER AND ABOVE the tithe.

Deut 14:22  Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 

Deut 26:12  When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied.

Gen 14:18 – 20  Then Melchizedek king of Salem [d] brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator [e] of heaven and earth. 20 And blessed be [f] God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.    The first tithe. 

Gen 28:20 – 22  Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD [g] will be my God 22 and [h][i] this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth."   The second tithe.  

Lev 27:30  A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.

Malachi 3:10 - 12
 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty. 

Neh 12:44 – 44  At that time men were appointed to be in charge of the storerooms for the contributions, firstfruits and tithes. From the fields around the towns they were to bring into the storerooms the portions required by the Law for the priests and the Levites, for Judah was pleased with the ministering priests and Levites. 

1 Cor. 16:2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

Heb 7:1 - 2a  This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. 

Heb 7:4   Just think how great he was (he is Melchizedek): Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder!   

Hebrews 7:1-10 This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, [2] and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king of peace." [3] Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever. [4] Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! [5] Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people--that is, their brothers--even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. [6] This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. [7] And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. [8] In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living. [9] One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, [10] because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor.

TRUSTING GOD: 
IR
Luke 9:2-5     
and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. [4] Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. [5] If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them."   In a way this was a test for the disciples to trust Jesus and that he would provide what was needed.  The disciples learned to trust after experiencing God’s provision for them during these ministry trips.  In the same manner we learn to trust God and his promises when we step out in faith and we experience His provision.       Luke 22:35  Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?"  "Nothing," they answered. 

Luke 12:22-34     
Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. [23] Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. [24] Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! [25] Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? [26] Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? [27] "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. [28] If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! [29] And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. [30] For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. [31] But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. [32] "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. [34] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
VALUING GOD: 
IR
Lev 1:3  and 10  If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it [a] will be acceptable to the LORD. 10 If the offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from either the sheep or the goats, he is to offer a male without defect.    Our offerings to God are to be our best.   

WANTS: 
IR
1Pet 3:3 - 4   Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.   Wants relate to the quality of the goods that one may need or simply hope to have.  A need in our society is mobility to go to and from work.  That need could be met by taking mass transit, a taxi, a beater car, a nice subcompact car, or a luxury car.   Our wants determine which option we select. 

WEALTH: 
IR
Proverbs 13:8 A man's riches may ransom his life, but a poor man hears no threat.

Proverbs 30:8-9 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. [9] Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

James 1:9-11 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. [10] But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. [11] For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business. 

WORLDLY: 
IR
1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

WORK:  Is Rewarded
IR
Proverbs 28:19 He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty.
1

